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MUNICIPAL STREET RAILWAY 
CHRONOLOGY 


December 2, 1902. Election. Proposition authorizing $700,000.00 bonds defeated. 

October 8, 1903. Election. Proposition authorizing $710,000.00 bonds defeated. 

November 6, 1903. Franchise of Geary Street, Park and Ocean Railroad Com- 
pany expired. : 

June, 1906. Budget appropriation $325,000.00 for Geary Street Railroad. Used 
for reconstruction and rehabilitation of streets and buildings destroyed in disaster 
of April 18-22, 1906. 

June, 1907. Budget appropriation $720,000.00 for Geary Street Railroad. Subse- 
quently declared invalid by court. 

June 24, 1909. Election. Proposition authorizing $1,950,000.00 bonds defeated, 
lacking 203 votes. 

December 30, 1909. Election. Proposition authorizing $2,020,000.00 bonds car- 
ried by 20,000 majority. 

April 16, 1910. Superior Court declares bond issue valid in every respect. De- 
cision affirmed by Supreme Court in July, 1910. 

July 18, 1910. First lot of bonds, $121,000.00 sold. 

Summer, 1911. Construction of Geary Street Railroad commenced. 

May 5, 1912. The Geary Street, Park & Ocean Railroad (cable system) ceased 
operations. 

December 28, 1912. The Municipal Railway (overhead trolley system) com- 
menced operation on Geary Street from Kearny Street to Thirty-third Avenue 
and Park, with ten (10) cars, under direction of Thomas A. Cashin, Superinten- 
dent, Mayor James Rolph, Jr., acting as motorman on first car. 

April 22, 1918. Referendum election. Agreement with Sutter Street Railroad 
Company respecting use of tracks on lower Market Street ratified. 

June 25, 1913. Municipal Railway in full operation from Ferries to Beach and 
Park. Forty-three cars owned. 

August 26, 1913. Election. Proposition authorizing $3,500,000.00 bonds for 
extensions of Municipal Railway carried by 37,670 majority. 

December 11, 1913. Presidio & Ferries R. R. Company (Union Street Division) 
taken over by Municipal Railway. 

May 16, 1914. Masonic Avenue branch completed. 

August 15, 1914. Van Ness Avenue line from Market Street in operation to 
Exposition grounds. 

September 7, 1914. Potrero Avenue line in operation, Eleventh and Market 
Streets to Twenty-fifth Street and Potrero Avenue. 

December 29, 1914. Stockton Street, Columbus Avenue and North Point line in 
operation through tunnel. 

December 29, 1914. Fort Mason Loop commenced operation. 

February 10, 1915. Columbus Avenue line in operation from Ferries to Expo- 
sition grounds. 

February 19, 1915. California Street line in operation to Thirteenth Avenue. 

March 28, 1915. California Street line in operation to Thirty-third Avenue. 

April 25, 1915. Beach loop, Geary Street line, commenced operation. 

January 24, 1916. Stockton Street branch (‘“E”’) in operation from Presidio to 
Market, Fourth and Ellis Streets. 

April 29, 1916. Church Street line (Sect. “C’’), Sixteenth to Eighteenth and 
Twenty-second to Thirtieth Streets, ready for operation. 

June 1, 1916. Columbus Avenue (“J” line), Ferries to Exposition grounds 
discontinued. 
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June 12, 1916, Church Street line (Sect. “A”), Van Ness Avenue and Market 
Street to Sixteenth and Church Streets, started by day labor. Held up by United 
Railroads injunction. 

June 28, 1916. Church Street line (Sect. “B”), Eighteenth to Twenty-second 
Streets, ready for operation. 

December 21, 1916. Potrero Avenue line (“H”) extended from Twenty-fifth 
Street to Army Street. Twenty-two hundredths mile added. Placed in operation 
January 19, 1917. 

August 11, 1917. Church Street line (“J’’), Van Ness Avenue and Market Street 
to Church and Thirtieth Streets, commenced operation. 

February 3, 1918. Twin Peaks tunnel line (“KK”) to Van Ness Avenue and Bush 
Street commenced operation. (Length of tunnel 11,920 feet.) 

May 4, 1918. Greenwich Street extension (Van Ness Avenue line), Scott to 
Baker Street, commenced operation. 

June 1, 1918. Market Street lines (“J’ and “K’’), Van Ness Avenue to Geary 
Street, commenced operation, establishing through service, Ferries to Sloat 
Boulevard. 

October 30, 1918. Third loop opened at Ferry terminus. 

February 21, 1919. Market Street line (““K’’) commenced operation over United 
Railroads’ tracks on Ocean Avenue to Miramar Avenue. 

April 12, 1919. Taraval Street line (“L’’) commenced operation from West 
Portal of Twin Peaks tunnel to Thirty-third Avenue, operating co-jointly with the 
United Railroads on Taraval Street between Twentieth Avenue and Thirty-third 
Avenue. 

May 18, 1919. Market Street line (“K”) commenced operation over extension 
along Ocean and Brighton Avenues to Grafton Avenue. 

July 22, 1919. Changed and shortened route of Van Ness Avenue line (“D’’) and 
Union Street line (“E”) by track connection on Union Street between Franklin 
Street and Van Ness Avenue. 

August 7, 1919. One elevator placed in operation at Forest Hill station of Twin 
Peaks tunnel. 

December 8, 1919. Presidio loop, Van Ness Avenue and Union Street lines, 
commenced operation. 

January 14, 1923. Taravel Street line (“L’’) commenced operation over exten- 
sion on Taraval Street, between Thirty-third Avenue and Ocean Beach. 

October 15, 1923. Taraval Street line (“L”) operated as a through line from 
Beach to Ferries via Twin Peaks tunnel and Market Street. 

October 6, 1925. Line “M” commenced operation between Plymouth Avenue and 
Broad Street to St. Francis Circle. 

February 1, 1928. Second elevator (the largest on the Pacific Coast) installed 
at Forest Hill station of Twin Peaks tunnel. 

October 21, 1928. Line “N” commenced operation between Forty-eighth Avenue 
and Judah Street and the Ferries. 

January 8, 1932. Jurisdiction over the San Francisco Municipal Railway was 
transferred from the Board of Public Works to the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission under provisions of the new charter. 

June 1, 1932. Line “O” commenced operation between Van Ness Avenue and 
Market Street and the Presidio (a rearrangement of lines “D,” “E,” and “H”’). 

July 15, 1932. Line “O” abandoned and lines “D,” “E,” and “H” placed on their 
original routing. 

December 5, 1932. Line “A” discontinued. 


September 15, 1937.—Line “L” extension to Fleishhacker Pool commenced 
operation. 


January 15, 1939.—Bay Bridge trains started operation to Bridge Terminal. 
Alternate Municipal Railway cars operated over Bay Bridge loop. 
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PUBLICATION 


Author Kramer Adams takes you back over 


creaking trestles into the fogg ss sc0 
to the first logging railroads of the pine, fir 
and redwoods . . . to days of construction 
and destruction . . . to highball operations 
when lives were worth little more than logs. 


A Superior De Luxe Edition 


$12.50 AFTER JUNE 15, 1961 


OF THE WEST 


by KRAMER ADAMS 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
ASTONISHING The Western Railroader 


PHOTOGRAPHS on tae te 
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OF THE WEST a ee 
[) My Check Is Enclosed (include tax where necessary) 








SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION 
OFFER—SAVE 2° 


Railroader and collector George Abdill shows by 
on-the-spot photograph and eye-witness account 
how the railroads fought on both sides in the 
War Between The States. Both tell the dramatic 
story of gunfire and glory as the trains carried 
supplies, men and artillery from barnyard to 
Chancellorville. A great book . deeply re- 
searched . . . richly told by words and Tete. 
graphs. 


A Superior De Luxe Edition 
$12.50 AFTER OCTOBER I, 1961 
CIVIL WAR NOW ONLY $10 


RAILROADS 
by GEORGE B. ASDILL MAIL COUPON NOW 








* CIVIL WAR RAILROADS 
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P.O. Box 668 


PICTURE si San Mateo. yong 
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in and behind the 
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The Milwaukee Road 


Electrification 


A review of the first long distance electrification 


of main line railroad in North America 


An extra-page booklet on the first long distance main line 
electrification in North America, It runs 45 pages with a 
history, discription and all-time roster, It has 29 historic 
pictures and a fine map. 


The two-color cover and deluxe 
print job make this an addition to any railfan's library, 


$1.50 postpaid 


Prior to the amalgamation of the Oakland Transit Com- 


tarly Day Trolleys 
Early Dé eys 
var y ay ro sles pany, one of the many predecessor companies of the Key 


a System, eleven independent electric railway companies were 
of the East Ba V involved in the East Bay transportation field. This story is 
. dedicated to these companies, their employees, the many pho- 

tographers and photo collectors of the era, 

By ERLE C. HANSON 


A 24-page consolidation of our issues on the early trolley 
lines of Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda. A cover and sheets 
turns this into a fine souvenir booklet. A full-page map 
and 24 historic pictures supplment Earle C. Hanson's fine 


50¢ postpaid 


Petaluma & Santa p< 


Rosa Electric R.R. 


i i c impire' ly inter- 
A big special issue booklet on the Redwood Empire's only € 
pte PA fine history by Stanley T. Borden is illustrated with 
33 photographs, four maps and a timetable. Excellent coverage 
of the interurbans, freight motors and riverboats. 


$1.00 postpaid 


on me 
ator 6 Fr an es 
(MSsutire U Uincesss A PICTORIAL history of public 


transportation in the East Bay, commemorating the achieve- 
1863 - 1960 


ments of the past century 


A pictorial history of mass transportation in the East Bay from 
1863 to 1960, Horsecars, steam dummies, cable cars, streetcars 
and interurbans are all covered. Originally printed by Alameda 
Contra Costa Transit District, Has 59 historic pictures supple- 
mented by a brief by comprehensive text. 50¢ postpaid 
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The Special Issues 


From time to time enlarged special issues are published in 
connection with some railfan event which are intended for the 
railfan’s library. These are set up as booklets with a full coverage 
of the subject matter with many pictures, history, map, and rosters. 


VALLEY¢ SILETZ INDEPE! 
Railroad co. 


By EDWIN D. CULP 


Luckiamute River Route 


A full special issue booklet on this Oregon shortline written 
by Edwin D. Culp. It runs 36 pages with 30 fine pictures, 

a two-page map and a timetable, An excellent text, all-time 
roster of steam and motor cars and covers makes this well 
worth having in any railfan library. 50¢ postpaid 


STEAM DUMMIES of San Francisco 


By WALD SIEVERS 


Deluxe booklet consolidating our three issues on the steam 

dummy lines of early day San Francisco. A fine text by Wald 

Sievers is supplmented by 13 historic pictures and a fine map. 
$1.00 postpaid 


Carson & Colorado 


Railroad 


the narrow gauge railroad that later became the Southern 
Pacific's narrow gauge Keeler Branch. An excellent text is 
illustrated with three historic maps. 50¢ postpaid 


Rails for logging . . . 


Oregon & Eureka Railroad 


By STANLEY T. BORDEN 


Our extra size issue on the Oregon & Eureka Railroad with * 
cover added for ready reference. An excellent history, . - 
time rosters, a full-page map and 15 historic pictures make 
this well worth having. 50¢ postpaid 


YREKA WESTERN RR 


By STANLEY T. BORDEN 


An enlarged deluxe reprint of our issue on the Yreka Western 
Railroad with 16 historic photographs, a full page map and a 
fine history by Stanley T. Borden. With a cover added it has 
become a "must" for every fan's files. 50¢ postpaid 
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August 6, 1939.—Car line “M” discontinued and replaced by Bus Route No. 10. 


December 27, 1939.—Five new modern stream-lined passenger cars were placed 
in service. 


January 1, 1941.—Lines “B,” “D,” “K,” and “N” Eastern Terminal changed to 
Bridge Terminal, and lines “C,” “J,” and “L” Eastern Terminal changed to Ferry 
Términal from alternate cars of each line to Bridge and Ferry Terminals. 


May, 1942.—Outside loop at Ferry removed. 


“ — 10, 1942.—Bay Bridge Terminal—middle loop and switch tower discon- 
inued. 


July, 1942.— outside loop at Ferry connected to tracks of Embarcadero 
North Terminal. 


December 1, 1942.—Mutual interchange of transfers in effect with all lines of 
the California Street Cable Railroad Company. 


August 8, 1943.—Mutual interchange of transfers with the California Cable 
Railroad Company which went into effect December 1, 1942, was discontinued. 


May 16, 1944.—Primary and Special Election. Purchase of operative Properties 
of the Market Street Railway by payment of $2,000,000 in cash and $5,500,000 
from earnings of acquired Market Street Railway properties. Approved. For— 
108,621; Against—84,078; a majority of 24,543. 


A summary of other elections which failed of passage from November 3, 1925, 
to April 20, 19438, for purchase of the Market Street Railway Company properties 
and for Municipal Railway expansion follows: 


November 3, 1925.—General Municipal Election. Initiative measure for 
_bond issue of $36,000,000 for purchase of Market Street Railway Company’s 
properties. Not approved. For—12,435; Against—87,315. 


June 14, 1927.—Special Election for bond issue of $4,700,000 for extensions 
to the Municipal Railway. Not approved. For—44,412; Against—25,791. 


November 7, 1933.—General and Special Election for bond issue of $63,000 
for extension of line from Taraval Street and Forty-sixth Avenue. Not ap- 
proved. For—76,438; Against—68,330. 


November 2, 1937.—General Election for bond issue for $49,250,000 for 
constructing subways and acquiring a Rapid Transit System. Not approved. 
For—68,834; Against—95,246. 


September 27, 1938.—Special Election—Proposition No. 8—Bond issue of 
$24,480,000 to purchase operating properties of the Market Street Railway’ 
Company. Not approved. For—52,680; Against—93,979. 


November 8, 1938.—General Election. Declaration of policy—Proposition 
No. 4—-Purchase of Market Street Railway Company operating property for 
an amount not exceeding $5,000,000. Not approved. For—49,932; Against— 
128,320. 


Proposition No. 5—Declaration of policy—City to issue $9,000,000 bonds 
for passenger buses and facilities therefor to be used with property of the 
Market Street Railway Company if acquired or as adjunct of Municipal! Rail- 
way. Not approved. For—49,948; Against—128,466. 


November 3, 1942.—General Election. Acquisition of operative properties 
of Market Street Railway Company financed by issuance of revenue bonds 
in amount $7,950,000. Not approved. For—96,003; Against—102,081. 


April 20, 1943.—Special Election. Purchase of operative properties of 
Market Street Railway Company for $7,950,000 to be financed by issuance 
of revenue bonds. Not approved. For—53,619; Against—88,418. 


September 29, 1944.—At 5:00 a.m. on this date, the operative properties of the 
Market Street Railway Company system were merged with those of the Muni- 
cipal Railway system and were operated as a consolidated system. 
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LINES AND ROUTES OF 
MUNICIPAL RAILWAY of SAN FRANCISCO 


LINE “B’—GEARY STREET 
White Dash Sign 


24 Mir 
4 


LINE “C”—CALIFORNIA STREET 
Blue Dash Sign 
From the Ferries, via Market Street, Geary Street, 2nd Avenue, 
Cornwall and California Streets to Lincoln Park and Public Golf 


Links at 33rd Avenue 


Time of trip: 281/, Minutes 


LINE “D”—VAN NESS AVENUE 
Yellow Dash Sign 


* $ 
From the Ferries, via Market Street, Geary Street, Van Ness RS | 
. » » ¥e MUNICIPAL ¢ 

Avenue, Union Street, Steiner and Greenwich Streets to terminus PORT MILEY jGOur t LINKS CALIFORNIA ST. 
in Presidio Military Reservation near Letterman Hospital stAl f =e — — 


- s ( TAU = 
Time of trip: 25 Minutes - aah 


GEARY ST. 
LINE “E”—UNION STREET 





From the Ferries, via Washington Street, Columbus Avenue, \\ ’ OJ Ee RK J ¢ — 
Union Street, Larkin Street, Vallejo Street, Van Ness Avenue, }} - 
Union Street, Baker and Greenwich Streets to terminus in Pre 
sidio Military Reservation near Letterman Hospital. Returning 
»ver same route to Columbus Avenue and Jackson Streets, thence 
via Jackson Street to Ferries 











Time of trip: 24 Minutes 


LINE “F”—STOCKTON STREET 


Brown Dash Sign 











From Market Street, via Stockton Street, Columbus Avenue, North 
Point Street, Van Ness Avenue and Chestnut Street to Scott Street 
Time of trip: 17 Minutes 





Transfer connections with all intersecting Municipal Railway 
lines, with Market Street Railway Fourth Street line to Southern 
Pacific Depot 


LINE “H”—POTRERO AVENUE 
From Laguna and Beach Streets, through Fort Mason to Van 
Ness Avenue, Eleventh Street, Division Street and Potrero Avenue 
to Army Street. 


Time of trip: 25 Minutes 


LINE “J”—-CHURCH STREET 
Brown Dash Sign 


NE “K”—- CET STREET | ° ST. 
LINE “K”—-MARKET STRE | VAL peers 
Green Dash Sign 
From the Ferries, via Market Street, Twin Peaks Tunnel, Juni 
pero Serra Boulevard, Ocean and Brighton Avenues to Grafton gov SCOUT CAMp 
A © 
Avenu ” : 
YFig vecgrer in Nore pe 
BLVO 


Time of trip: 34 Minutes /, "EIS 
Transter connections with all intersecting Municipal Railwa ay 
lines, and to OUTBOUND Market Street Railway line No. “12 
from OUTBOUND line “K” and from INBOUND Market Street 
Railway line No. "12," to INBOUND line “K” cars at St. Francis 
Circle and Sloat Boulevard, 


LINE “L” TARAVAL STREET 


Yellow and Green Dash Sign 





CC? 


ACTF IL 


From the Ferries, via Market Street, Twin Peaks Tunnel, Ulloa 
Street, Fifteenth Avenue and Taraval Street to Great Highway 
and Ocean Beach 


ast 


y, —Q 

J : ARDING PARK 
, PAL 

Time of trip: 3414/2 Minutes : =: eae ( 


LINE “M”—OCEAN VIEW 


From Junipero Serra Boulevard and St. Francis Circle, via West 
Portal Avenue, 19th Avenue Extension, Worcester Street, Ran 
dolph Street, Orizaba and Broad Streets to Plymouth Avenue 

Time of trip: 10 Minutes 


Transfer connection with Line “K” at St. Francis Circle 


LINE “N”—JUDAH STREET 
Orange Dash Sign 


From the Ferries, via Market Street, Duboce Ave, Sunset Tunnel, Carl 


Ss Arguello Boulevard, I Ss Ninth A Judah A 

treet, Arguello Boulevard, Irving Street, Nint enue and Judah Street 

to Great Highway and Ocean Beach Ss N 
Time of trip: 33'/; Minutes 
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Numbers 1 to 43 --- Type A Car 43 on M line at St Francis Circle 

These were semi-steel, double truck street cars seating 
48. Originally "California" type cars they were closed 
around 1925. They weighed 50,000 lbs. and had Brill trucks 
and Westinghouse controls. The wheels were 34" in diameter 
and the body was 47'1" long, 8'6" wide and 11'9" high. The 
series cost $7,700 each. 

Numbers 1 to 20 were built by the W. L. Holman Company 
and were delivered December 28, 1912. Numbers 21 to 43 were 
built by the Union Iron Works and delivered June 25, 1913. 


Numbers 44 to 168 --- Type B Car 85 on H line on Van Ness 

This series of semi-steel, double truck cars had a seating 
capacity of 50. Originally California type, they had the open 
section closed around 1925. They weighed 48,000 lbs. and had 
Baldwin trucks and Westinghouse controls. The wheels were 
34" in diameter and the body was 47'1" long, 9'24" wide and 
12'3" high. They cost $7,100 each. 

All cars in this series were built by the Jewett Car Com- 
pany and delivery was started on August 15, 1914. 

Car number 50 was destroyed by fire in the Geary Paint 
Shop on November 27, 1934. Car 134 was equipped with Brill 
trucks purchased as spares for type A's. 
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Numbers 169 to 188 --- Type K Car 188 on C line at Ferry Building 


These were semi-steel, double truck cars seating 50. 
They weighed 51,000 lbs and had Standard trucks and Westing- 
house controls. The wheels were 34" in diameter and the body 
was 47'1" long, 9'2" wide and 12'2" high. They cost $16,500 
each. 

Cars in this group were built by the Bethlehem Shipbuilding 
Corp. of San Francisco and delivered from July to November of 
1923. 


Numbers 189 to 213 --- Type L Car 208 on B line at Playland-Beach 


This series of semi-steel, double truck cars had a seating 
capacity of 50. They weighed 51,000 lbs and had Brill trucks 
and Westinghouse HL controls. The wheels were 34" in diameter 
and the body was 47'1" in length, 9'2” in width, and 12'2" in 
height. They cost $19,200 each. 

These cars were built by the St. Louis Car Company and the 
first 15 were received June 15, 1927 and the rest on March 15, 
1928. 
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Numbers 301 to 329 Car 302 on Union Street - Gray Collection 


These cars were single truck California type cars of 
wooden construction. They had Peckman trucks and J. R. 
controls. These cars used track and wheel brakes. They 
were valued at $1,400 each. 

They were former Presidio & Ferries numbers 1 to 29 
acquired on December 11, 1913 when that line was taken over 
by the Municipal Railway. 

They were retired on November 22, 1922, and sold at auction 
on August 7, 1923 for $125 each. Five cars were retained for 
work car purposes (C-2 to C-6). 











Numbers 351 to SOT min Type J Car 200 (371) in 1921 - Gray Collection 


Small center-entrance, semi-steel, single truck cars with 
a seating capacity of 32. They weighed 26000 lbs and had 
Brill Radiax trucks and Westinghouse controls. The two motors 
had a total horsepower of 100 and the body was 2910" long, 
8'6" wide and 11'2" high. 

Numbers 251 to 370 were built by the American Car Company 
and delivered November 1, 1922. Number 371 was built by A. 
Meister & Company in Sacramento, Cal., and was received March 
28, 1921. at which time it carried the number 200. The cars 
built by American cost $11,500 each, while the Meister car cost 
$15,000. 
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Numbers 1001 to 1005 --- "Magic Carpets” Car 1003 on L at Ferry 

All steel, double truck cars of a special variation of 
the President's Conference Car designed for two-man, double 
end operation seating 60 persons. They weighed 35,000 Ibs. 
and the bodies were 50'5"” long and 10"1"high. Numbers 1001 
1002 and 1004 had standard St.Louis PCC trucks and General — 
Electric controls while 1003 and 1005 had special trucks and 
Westinghouse controls. The cars cost $22,400 each and had 
25" diameter wheels. 

These cars were built by the St. Louis Car Company and 
were delivered October 31, 1939. 
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C-1 at Potrero Barn 
C-1 Work car of raised center cab construction with 
removable platform scaffolding for line work in tunnels. 
Steel body with weight of 40,000 ibs, 40'8" long and 8'6" 
wide over stake pockets. Equipped with Brill trucks which 
had 34" diameter wheels. Built by the Pacific Car & Equip- 
ment Company in South San Francisco, Cal., in 1923. 


1010 The Municipal Railway inherited the electric 
switching facilities of the Ocean Shore R.R. when it diss- 
olved in 1918 and maintained them until 1927. To do this 
work the city purchased Petaluma & Santa Rosa #1010 and used 
it until 1927 when it was taken to the Geary Street Barn for 
storage. It was sold back to the P&SR in May, 1930, for 
$1100. During its operation by the city the 1010 was not 
altered except for the addition of the trolley. 
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C-2 on Market Street - Tom Gray 


C-2 Grinder car resembling monitor roof baggage car 
having sliding side door and hindged doors on both ends. 
Single truck car with J.R. controls, hand and wheel brakes. 
Converted from an old Presidio & Ferries car. 


C-4 (317) at Potrero Barn - Darrell 


C-3 Wrecker out of Geary Street Barn. Former 323 with 
seats removed. Single truck car with JR controls, hand track 
and wheel brakes. Scrapped August of 1940. 


C-4 Wrecker out of Potrero Barn. Former 317 with seats 
removed. Single truck car with J.R. controls, hand trakc 
and wheel brakes. 


C-5, C-6 Former 303 and 311 held at Geary Barn for 
possible use as work cars. Scrapped August of 1940, 
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